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THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT
African American experience during World War II

TRUMAN was very sympathetic to African-American issues.

Report of the Committee of Civil Rights

Four Essential rights:

Safety and Security of person.

Right to Vote.

Freedom of conscience and expression.

Equal opportunity.

July 1948 -- EXECUTIVE ORDERs # 9980 & 9981.  

#9980 created a Fair Employment Board & eliminated discrimination in Civil Service

#9981 did away with segregation in the Armed Forces.

REASONS why the Civil Rights Movement became more visible in the early fifties:

Legacy of World War II 

Growth of an urban black middle class

Cold War

Nationalism in Africa

Television

Four Groups took center stage:

NAACP; CORE; SCLC; SNCC

May 17, 1954 – Brown v Board of Education
In 1932 the Highlander Folk School, had been founded by two white southerners, Myles Horton and Don West, to promote social change through democracy, justice, and the eradication of racism.  Such efforts now began to bear fruit as more blacks were ready to vote and stand up and be counted.
December 1, 1955 -- Rosa Parks.  Montgomery bus boycott.


E. D. Nixon


Martin Luther King

CORE, SCLC, SNCC
CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1957

Established Civil Rights Commission

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS -- August 1957

Governor Orval Faubus

September 29, 1957 -- President Eisenhower orders in Federal Troops

GREENSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA  -- SIT INS

Freedom Rides -- 1961

James Meredith -- 1962 

Birmingham -- 1963
JFK’s speech – June 11, 1963

“If an American, because his skin is dark, cannot enjoy the full and free life which all of us want, then who among us would be content to have the color of his skin changed and stand in his place?  Who among us would then be content with the counsels of patience and delay?”  

JFK introduces a CIVIL RIGHTS bill prohibiting segregation in public places.

Medgar Evers
March on Washington

“White Backlash” was beginning in the north as citizens’ groups organized in favor of “community residential sections” and “neighborhood schools.”  

Republican candidate Barry Goldwater was a leading opponent of the Civil Rights Bill.

The FBI, the CIA, and Army intelligence groups infiltrated Civil Rights groups in an effort to destroy the movement.

BATTLE FOR VOTING RIGHTS -- summer 1964.  “Freedom Summer.”  

Andrew Goodman, Michael Schwerner, James Chaney.

July 2, 1964, Congress passed the Civil Rights Act which 

Guaranteed access to public accommodations, e.g.,  restaurants & hotels

Authorized the federal government to sue to desegregate facilities, including schools.  

Mandated nondiscrimination in federal programs and required equal employment.  

Established a federal Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.  

Required the elimination of discrimination in federally assisted programs.

In the aftermath of Freedom Summer, the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP) challenged the white Democratic delegates that went to the party’s Atlantic City Nominating Convention.

Also during the Summer of 1964 black radicals began to emerge who called for a new program of radical political action, most notably Malcolm X

March 1965.  Selma, Alabama.  

Jimmie Lee Jackson

James Reeb


March 15, 1965 -- LBJ went before a joint session of Congress.  The problem, he said, was History.

“At times history and fate meet at a single time in a single place to shape a turning point in man’s unending search for freedom.  So it was at Lexington and Concord.  So it was a century ago at Appomattox.  So it was last week in Selma, Alabama.”

“[The effort] of American Negroes to secure for themselves the full blessings of American life. . .must be our cause too.  Because it’s not just Negroes, but really it’s all of us who must overcome the crippling legacy of bigotry and injustice.  And we shall overcome!”


The third and final march from Selma began on Sunday, March 21 and ended four days later with a rally of 40,000 people in Montgomery.

Viola Liuzzo

CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1965 -- the Voting Rights Bill.  Federal Government would protect blacks attempting to exercise their right to vote.

In 1966 the Civil Rights Movement began to crack apart.

Stokeley Carmichael and H. Rap Brown of SNCC and Floyd McKissick of CORE began to advocate a more radical Black Power.

There were even NATIONALISTS who urged the creation of a separate Black State.

Black Panthers.  Bobby Seale.  Huey Newton.

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT begins being more concerned with northern cities.  No longer concerned with just de jure segregation, but also de facto segregation 

KING shifted his focus from integration to the economic plight of the urban poor.

Urban Violence continued throughout 1966 and 1967
43 riots in 1966
Summer of 1967 major rebellions in Newark (23 killed, 1,500 wounded) and Detroit (43 killed, 2,000 wounded).
83 were killed in riots in more than 100 American cities in 1967.

In the Spring of 1968, as the Vietnam War continued to escalate, black and white students alike linked forces and staged demonstrations for “peace and freedom” around the nation.

Martin Luther King, along with Stokeley Carmichael and Floyd McKissick began to assume leadership in the antiwar movement. 

Martin Luther King also tried to bring together poor whites and poor blacks in a Poor People’s Campaign to obtain economic rights.

In early April King went to Memphis to help striking sanitation workers.  


COUNTERCULTURE
In the 1950s the average median age was 35.  Because of the Baby Boom by the late 60s half the population was under 25.

From the mid-sixties on, America entered a period of rapid and massive upheaval.  

By 1967 there existed a sizable group of youthful political radicals known as the New Left, and a related group of cultural radicals known as the counterculture.  
Mix of populist democratic ideas, concern about the equality of blacks, women and various minorities, opposition to Vietnam and the Cold War, communitarian experiments, sexual revolution, and an almost religious quest for authenticity and personal fulfillment.  

Reasons for the MOVEMENT:


Civil Rights


Vietnam


Folk Music – Pete Seeger, Bob Dylan, Peter, Paul & Mary


Idealism sparked by JFK


SDS -- Port Huron Statement – Tom Hayden 

Works of Marx, Mao, Paul Goodman, Norman O. Brown, Herbert Marcuse

1964 -- Berkeley -- FREE SPEECH MOVEMENT.  

The counterculture that now emerged challenged the basic structure of American society, attacking its banality, its hollowness, its artificiality, its materialism, its isolation from nature.  


Rock & Roll an intrinsic component of the new culture of drugs and radical politics.

BEATLEMANIA.  

ROLLING STONES 

BOB DYLAN (shifted from political protest to surrealistic cultural radicalism).  

GRATEFUL DEAD  

JEFFERSON AIRPLANE

JANIS JOPLIN

THE DOORS


Drugs --  Timothy Leary.  LSD--(lysergic acid diethylamide).  



“Tune In.  Turn On.  Drop Out.”  


Sexual Liberation

The Pill

Masters and Johnson's report 



Freudians associated sexual repression with capitalistic exploitation and political authoritarianism.  Eros and Civilization  


Underground Press:  The Berkeley Barb, The East Village Other, Ramparts, the Realist, Rolling Stone

Most Media coverage of demonstrations and protests was extremely hostile and superficial. 

Time and Newsweek, for example, continually reported about “dirty,” “unwashed,” “sloven” protesters who, the implication was clear, were probably dupes of the “International Communist Conspiracy.”

Bob Dylan’s “Ballad of a Thin Man”:

“And you KNOW something’s happening here, but you don’t know what it is, do you, Mr. Jones?”

1968

Tet Offensive -- January 31

In March Lieutenant William Calley led a search-and-destroy mission into MY LAI 

Senator Eugene McCarthy begins to campaign for the Democratic nomination on a Peace Platform.  Wins 42% of the vote in the New Hampshire primary.

A few days later Robert Kennedy throws his hat into the ring.

March 31 – Johnson withdraws from Presidential race.

April 4 -- Martin Luther King, Jr. assassinated.  

May 17 -- Philip and Daniel Berrigan, Catholic priests, led a band of activists into a Catonsville, MD (Baltimore suburb) draft board office, confiscated the files and, reciting the Lord’s Prayer, set them on fire.  

By May the protests had swept from University campuses to High Schools around the country.  And then to Berlin and Paris and London.

At Columbia University students took over the campus for nearly a week and occupied the President’s Office 

June 6 -- Robert F. Kennedy assassinated.  

Chicago Convention

George Wallace runs on a third party ticket, exploiting white backlash 

Nixon wins election with a minuscule percentage. 

