George S. Patton During WWII
Deborah Meffe, Jim Fixter 
-- New Brunswick Public Schools- Elementary      
Grade level: Elementary/Middle

New Jersey Social Studies Content Standards: 6.2, 6.4
Lesson Summary:  This lesson will introduce students to General George Patton and the role he played in WWII.  Students will get a better understanding of a well known figure and his way of thinking in a certain situation. 
Suggested Time frame: Two 40 minute class periods
Objectives
Students will be able to:
· Demonstrate how attitudes can help or hinder a situation
· Describe how different situations  affect personal choices

· Recognize the power of positive/negative attitudes in certain situations

· Discuss how consequences accompany our choices

· Imagine life as a soldier/commander at the time of WWII

· Understand that leaders have strengths as well as weaknesses

	George S. Patton during WWII

	Historical Contrasts

	 
	Essential Questions
	

	· Democratic Republic
	1.  What is the structure of the government?


	· Totalitarian

	· George S. Patton

	2.  Who or what group/s are the major players?


	· Adolf Hitler


	· Leadership
· Tolerance
	3.  What documents, values, attitudes or beliefs define or supports these major players?


	· Supremacy
· Ethnic Superiority


Historical Background:
     George S. Patton was one of the most controversial, but one of the most admired figures of the Allied commanders during WWII. . Patton was strongly anti-communist.
Patton was a career soldier. Born in California in 1885, he began his military career at the Virginia Military Institute and graduated in West Point in 1909. Patton did not learn to read until the age of 12. This caused him to be academically behind and he spent an extra year at the Academy.   

  Patton was an aide to General Pershing in his expedition to Mexico in 1916 and France in 1917(WWI). Here he learned, from the French, how to successfully use the newest weapon of war-the tank. Patton was a flamboyant, unconventional soldier. .When America entered the war in 1941 he was commander of the Second Armored Division. By July 1943 he was in command of the U.S. Seventh Army in the Allied invasion of Sicily, but his eccentric personality nearly cost him his job when he abused and slapped one of two soldiers who became sick.
   Eventually, Patton took command of the third Army in the Allied invasion of Normandy however, after the Allied victory he suggested strongly that Germany should join with the Allies in an offensive against the Soviets. He was removed from command of the Third Army.
   George S. Patton was famous for carrying ivory handled revolvers, for his coarse language and his outrageous behavior. He is considered one of the most successful American field commanders of any war.

    On December 9, 1945, Patton was badly injured in an automobile accident, and died 12 days later.

Key Terms:

· Corps- (n) –a branch of the armed forces; the body of persons under common direction 
· Allied-(adj.) –united by agreement or other means
· Eccentric – (n) –an odd or erratic person

· Tank- (n) armed combat vehicle designed to engage enemies head on using direct fire from a large caliber gun and supporting fire from machine guns
 Do Now:
· Allow students five minutes to brainstorm five character traits they would like to have in a friend.
Anticipatory Set:
· Teacher will distribute role-playing scenario cards (created by teacher before the lesson).
· Children will role-play above scenarios.

· A teacher led discussion will demonstrate ways that a positive or negative attitude can help or hinder a situation. 
Critical Thinking Questions:
I.  Do you think attitude or personal characteristics affect leadership?
II. What personal qualities do you think makes a good leader?
III. Should military leaders abide by the Golden Rule with their commands?
Procedures:

 Day 1

I. Previous Night’s Homework:  Students answered critical thinking questions 1 and 2.
II. At the beginning of the class, students should review key points from the anticipatory set.
III. Allow students time to read and highlight decisions made by Patton during this time with regard to the war found on the Patton Society website.
IV. After reading and highlighting events, students use graphic organizer (Chart 1) to record information they have selected about Patton.
Day 2

I. Using organizers from yesterday, students write a brief summary using the facts they have compiled.
II. Students share responses in group discussion.
III. Teacher led discussion will focus on decisions made by leader and if these decisions were justified.
IV. Ask for ideas how situations could have been handled differently by Patton.
V. Elaborate on the soldier’s feelings based on the decision made.
VI. Ask students to imagine what Patton might change or not change about decisions during his WWII command if he were alive today, by completing the following information:
I lived ______________                       I liked_____________

I did__________________                   I wished____________

I may have done__________________________          
   Extension:

· Show movie Patton- students write short review comparing movie with factual information.
· Create timeline with important events.

   Closure:

· Each student will use an index card to give one fact about George Patton and one justification for or against his military actions in WWII.
Evaluation/Assessment: 
· Ask students to explain in writing Patton’s war decisions based on his character traits.
Suggested Homework: 
· Students will create a Venn diagram to compare their personal character traits with Patton’s.
Resources:
“George S. Patton”  Website: http://www.Everything2.com
Province, Charles. “The Patton Society” Website: http://Pattonhq.com/timeline
  Chart 1
Write a summary on the back of this paper. Include the information from below


Tell some interesting facts about the individual.





List contributions or achievements of the individual.





Individual ‘s name





Draw a picture of the person.





What is the individual like?





What cultural group(national origin, race,gender,age,ethnicity,religion) does the individual belong to?








Significant Individual
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